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the case for a better
deal for students
with disability
On 25 August 2009 the Federal Coalition held
a major stakeholder forum in Melbourne to
discuss the significant challenges faced by
students with disabilities and their families.
“Equal Access to Education: Choice for Parents
of Students with Disability” was attended by the
Opposition Leader, the Hon Malcolm Turnbull
MP, Shadow Minister for Education, Training
and Apprenticeships, the Hon Christopher Pyne
MP and Senator for Victoria, Senator Mitch
Fifield as well as other stakeholder groups,
school heads and parents.

The following is an extract from the address by Bill Daniels,
ISCA Executive Director to the forum.

“

I intend to state the case for a better deal for students with
disability in the independent schools sector pretty bluntly but do
not intend to offend anyone. The case for better support is clear
and it’s high time something serious was done about it.

Let’s just assume that 1992 was the starting point – the year
in which the Disability Discrimination Act was passed by the
Federal Parliament. It was watershed legislation, long overdue.
It provided rights for people with disability, including school
students. Parents have rejoiced and exercised their rights,
including a greater choice of schools.
When the Act was passed, there were 2,000 students with
disability being educated in independent schools. There are now
more than 10,000 such students. You will find them in most of
the 1,100 independent schools that offer high quality education
to students of all abilities, from all sections of society, across all
states and territories. They are among the half a million students
continued overleaf
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who attend independent schools. Most of them are enrolled
in mainstream schools but many of them attend one of the 55
special schools operating in the independent sector.
However, most of the parents of these students who exercise
the choice given to them under the Act are faced with some
pretty tough decisions.
First, they have to pay substantial school fees because
governments meet only some of the costs of educating children
in these schools – and depending on the school, only a small
fraction of the costs.

And thirdly, most of them will be denied access to other state
government support services, simply because of the ownership
of the school they attend.

Regrettably, no government has been prepared to face the
problem that for independent schools, the rights established
under the Disability Discrimination Act to access choice of
schools are not adequately supported by governments with
commensurate funding.
ISCA believes that students with disability represent a special
case in government funding arrangements for schooling.

This is an unacceptable state of affairs in this country. Where is
the ‘Fair Go’ in that?

Why should a child with disability be penalised if the parents
decide to enrol the child in a non-government school?

Establishing equitable funding arrangements for students with
disability remains an issue that has universal support from within
the independent schools sector.

Our proposition is simple – support for these students should be
based on the level of funding required to allow them to achieve
their educational goals.

There is no argument about the willingness to educate these
students in this sector.

Yes, it can be expensive. There is a plethora of research
available that demonstrates that the costs incurred can be many
times the cost of educating his or her friends. The recently
released Monash University study confirms this. To provide
appropriate services for many students requires a commitment
to allocate the financial, human and professional services that
are way above the current levels of government support.

Secondly, most of these children will not enjoy the same level of
support offered to their friends who attend government schools
at little or no cost to their parents.

The independent sector believes that parental choice of schools
must be maintained for these students, just as it is for other
students.
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INNOVATION THROUGH EXPERIENCE
Campion Education and Bellbird Books have long been recognised as an innovator in the provision of booklist
services and bookroom outsourcing. Our unique service provides prepackaged books, stationery and software
direct to students, ensuring a smooth start to the school year.
If you want a booklist service that…
• Takes the worry out of back to school
• Is tailored to suit your needs, and offers your school a commission on sales
• Provides hardcopy and online booklists to parents/students
• Includes a unique web based catalogue for faculty and purchasing department use
• Provides staff with the ability to select contents and create the booklist online
… Then contact Campion.
CAMPION EDUCATION		

BELLBIRD BOOKS

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

VICTORIA

NEW SOUTH WALES

Jill Wyatt
Ph (08) 8410 4055
Fax (08) 8410 6945
Mob 0411 319 401
jwyatt@campion.com.au

Rob Syle
Ph (03) 9837 2690
Fax (03) 9872 4755
Mob 0411 319 478
rsyle@campion.com.au

Therese Cordina
Ph (02) 8905 8601
Fax (02) 9460 7122
Mob 0403 465 899
tcordina@campion.com.au

Further evidence is provided in the National Disability Strategy
Consultation Report SHUT OUT, recently released by the
Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and
Indigenous Affairs.
It reports that “Most submissions said that there is a pressing
need to provide more extensive resources to ensure the learning
needs of children with disabilities are met. Many submissions
passionately argued that a lack of adequate funding in
mainstream schools forces parents to seek alternatives.”
Surely, given the weight of evidence, we have reached a point
where we should no longer have to argue a case that the
resources are inadequate.
There are sound reasons why resources should be based on
the individual needs of students. We do not argue that any
sector should receive less support. However, it seems to be
incongruous that a student who moves from a government
school to a non-government school automatically loses access
to government funded services. The SHUT OUT Report notes
that:

“Many submissions argued that the inflexibility and lack of
portability of funding has narrowed their choices. Many parents
said, for example, that the lack of assistance and support in
independent and faith-based settings has constrained their
ability to choose these school settings for their children.”
ISCA encourages political parties to address the funding issue
in a way that provides support for students on the basis of
individual need rather than on the ownership of the school the
child attends.
We do not need more research, more reports and more
evidence.
We need hard-nosed political will and some serious additional
funding.
We need to devise simple and transparent funding
arrangements.
continued overleaf
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We should also be aware that while matters such as
establishing definitions of disability to assess need are
important, they are ancillary to the central issue and should not
be used to further delay equitable funding arrangements.
The independent sector is more than willing to participate in
developing the policy of any political party willing to design a
scheme to work through these implementation issues.
No funding system will be perfect and as we move forward, it
might be worth accepting a bit of ‘rough justice’ rather than
what we now have which is a lot of ‘rough injustice’. It is
worth reflecting that a child who was born in the year that the
Disability Discrimination Act was passed will finish school next
year. What sort of a deal did those children get? Surely today’s
cohort deserve a better deal.

”

billdaniels
PROFILE
Bill Daniels is Executive Director of
the Independent Schools Council of
Australia. Prior to serving three years
as Deputy Executive Director of the
Australian Quarantine and Inspection
Service, Bill held several senior appointments in the
Commonwealth’s education portfolio. He also served
as Chief of Staff for Senator John Carrick when he was
Minister for Education.

28

Art room
Art room

Metal trades workshop
Metal trades workshop

Eastern Nomad provides permanent classrooms
Eastern Nomad provides permanent classrooms
with speed and flexibility. All our high quality
with speed and flexibility. All our high quality
buildings are manufactured for permanent use,
buildings are manufactured for permanent use,
while offering the flexibility to be altered, relocated
while offering the flexibility to be altered, relocated
or removed if circumstances change.
or removed if circumstances change.
Our accelerated construction process enables
Our accelerated construction process enables
significantly reduced lead times than traditionally
significantly reduced lead times than traditionally
constructed buildings.
constructed buildings.
The Eastern Nomad range of ready-to-go designs
The Eastern Nomad range of ready-to-go designs
includes classrooms, libraries, language centres, halls,
includes classrooms, libraries, language centres, halls,
creative arts buildings, multi activity centres, art and
creative arts buildings, multi activity centres, art and
music rooms, specialist technical rooms and more.
music rooms, specialist technical rooms and more.
Visit us at www.easternnomad.com.au
Visit us at www.easternnomad.com.au

25 Holbeche Road Arndell Park NSW 2148 Australia
25 Holbeche
Road Arndell Park NSW 2148 Australia
� Phone: 02 8811 6300 � Fax: 02 9672 1030
� Phone: 02 8811 6300 � Fax: 02 9672 1030
� Freecall 1800 803 646
� Freecall 1800 803 646
� E-mail: sales@easternnomad.com.au
� E-mail: sales@easternnomad.com.au
� www.easternnomad.com.au
� www.easternnomad.com.au

