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Enrolment share by sector 1970 to 2010

4% 5%
8%

11%
14%

18% 18%

20%
20%

20%

78% 78%
72% 69%

65%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

1970 1980 1990 2000 2010

Independent Catholic Government



Enrolment change by sector NSW 1985 – 2010

Source: ABS Schools Australia data
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Secondary enrolment share by capital city
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Sector diversity

Indigenous students 9,315

Independent schools with 50%+ indigenous 
enrolment

36

Students with disabilities 12,172

Special schools 57

Overseas students 8,378

Boarding students 16,829

Boarding schools 152

Schools with less than 200 students 39%

Schools with 200 – 1,000 students 44%

Schools with 1,000 – 2,000 students 16%

Combined schools (primary & secondary) 63%

Note: Figures include independent Catholic schools and enrolments 



Schools recurrent funding by sector 2008-09
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Government and independent sectors recurrent 
income by source 2009
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Government and independent capital 
expenditure by source 2009
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Average NRIPS, Government income and private 
income per student – average school amount

Source: ACARA Financial Data – February 2011
Excludes: 28 independent schools with data pending and government schools with zero enrolments or no AG recurrent income .
includes some updated independent sector data for NSW, WA and ACT

Net recurrent income per student 

Government  Catholic  Independent  

NSW  $10,770 $9,539 $14,737

Australia $11,132 $9,697 $13,748

Government income per student 

Government Catholic Independent 

NSW  $10,318 $7,970 $6,469

Australia $10,554 $7,736 $6,302

Private income per student 

Government  Catholic  Independent  

NSW  $570 $2,426 $9,793

Australia $645 $2,846 $9,028



The SES funding model
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Sliding scale of funding entitlement per student 
according to SES score (2010 final amounts)
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Independent schools by SES score 2009

75% of schools have an SES ≤107
Note: SES 85 includes special schools
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Non-systemic school funding sources and non-systemic 
enrolments by school SES score 2006

Source: ANAO analysis of Non-government Schools Financial Questionnaire data & DEEWR Census
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Savings to Governments from independent 
schools by state 2008-09 ($billions)
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Note: Total recurrent and capital funding
Source: MCEECDYA unpublished data

Total savings $3.6 billion


