Independent Perspective
Independent schools reflect on what makes
their school distinctive

Joy-in-learning in suburban Canberra
Located in Mawson ACT, Canberra Christian School is a primary school with around 140
students, plus an early learning centre with 80 students.
Can you tell us about Canberra Christian School?

Bree Hills
Principal

We have about 140 students, and the school has
been here since 1972. This is my ﬁ�h year as
principal here at Canberra Chris�an School. In fact,
I came here as a student myself, so it’s full circle for
me, and now my children are here. So my passion
for the the school and the way we teach is very
high.
It’s very easy in our educa�on system to look at each
child as a typical year three or a typical year four, but
what we try and do here is to teach children where
they’re at, giving them an educa�on based on their
needs and academic level. If they’re in year three but
they’re working at a year four maths level, then that’s
where we’ll educate them and help them be stronger,
and the same in reverse as well.
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“If they’re in year
three but they’re
working at a year
four maths level,
then that’s where
we’ll educate them
and help them be
stronger”

What are your school’s greatest strengths?
I think one of our school’s greatest strengths is is focusing
on the growth of the child not just academically, but also
socially and emo�onally. We’re very much a school-family
based community, so a lot of what we do is not just around
the child’s academic performance but also about the full
child. Our community-based educa�on is really focused
on having joy in learning and making sure that every part
of the day is challenging for a child so that they can feel
challenged and a sense of achievement.
We have a number of children who just can’t wait for
the school holidays to be ﬁnished so they can get back to
school, which is something we love.
What challenges has the school faced?
We’re one of a group of about 50 Chris�an schools in Australia, and our Principals and
teachers have tradi�onally come through a
pos�ng system. So, what the school was ﬁnding
was that a lot of the staﬀ weren’t planning to live
in Canberra long-term, and the resul�ng turnover
of personnel meant that ongoing plans for the
school kept changing regularly. Unfortunately,
due to that it went through a �me of really low
enrolments and upkeep, and transi�oned to a very
tough spot about ﬁve years ago. With only about
26 students it was very much looking to close.

I was a parent on the parent board then, so I knew some
of the challenges it was facing. I’m a primary teacher by
trade but was working in project management at the
�me, and the school asked me if I’d have a go. For me,
as Principal, it was a ma�er of pu�ng in place a strong
ethos around how we educate, what our Chris�an
meaning is, and also asking how can we make our school
more than just your average school? What does that
mean to a child and what does that child look like when
they get to year six? I think, as a staﬀ, once we started to ask those ques�ons it really changed the way we taught, how
we communicated with our families and how we got stronger in what we did. Today we have 140 students.
What are some of the misconceptions you think people have about Independent schools?
I think one of the misconcep�ons about private educa�on and Independent
schools is that all of our parents and families are high-end earners. We have a
lot of Aussie ba�lers, as they say, or a lot of families who are working two to
three jobs just to make sure their child can have the best educa�on possible.
They get to choose what that looks like, and we’re one of those choices,
which we love.
It’s that misconcep�on that we’re rolling in money as a small private school
as well, which we certainly are not. We’re obviously fee-based and funded,
but it’s s�ll a ba�le to make sure that we get the balance right so that the
children have the best educa�on they can.
Where do you see your school in ﬁve years’ time?
Similar to what we’re currently doing, very much making sure we’re solid in
our educa�onal structure. But also, growth-wise, we’re looking to grow a li�le
bigger, to about 200.
We’re not looking to be a massive school at any point, so, we’re looking to
poten�ally take on a middle school.
Can you share a recent school achievement that you are particularly proud of?
For me it’s seeing the young children who come to us with very limited literacy and numeracy skills, and the growth that
we see in them, especially in some of our children who have English as a second language. It can be amazing, the amount
of work that they can achieve.
And it’s also just seeing children run into school We have a theme every year, and this
year our theme is Lego throughout the school… so having children come to school
with the excitement of Lego as part of school and actually knowing that we’re learning
through Lego has really been an eye-opener for us as to how much an excitement for
learning gives children passion to be lifelong learners. And for us, that’s a really big thing
and a big focus of who we are.
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